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The theme of 
this issue of 
Life magazine 

is ‘wonder women’. It 
was chosen to tie in with 
the December release 
of Wonder Woman 1984 

– the much-anticipated 
second feature starring Gal Gadot as DC’s comic 
superhero. Accordingly, we assembled women who 
are ‘wonders’ in their own right, among them former 
Labour MP Louise Ellman, campaigner Hilde 
Schramm, who is the daughter of Albert Speer, and 
Facebook vice-president Lady Nicola Mendelsohn.  
For creative excellence, we spoke to Shtisel producer 
Dikla Barkai, film director Minkie Spiro and 
Danish actress/designer Lee Levi.  There are many 
other wonder women within this magazine who 
make their mark as philanthropists, educators and 
artists, but they only represent a small proportion of 
Jewish females making an invaluable contribution 
within our community and beyond. The men 
featured design and paint women or, in the case of 
Miz Cracker (Maxwell Heller), dress up as one.

In this current climate of gender reversal and 
fluidity, dedicating a magazine to women (cis or 
otherwise) may be deemed controversial, but we 
hope you enjoy it. Warner Bros have since decided 
to release Wonder Woman 1984 in June, but why 
would we let that get in the way of putting a 
beautiful Israeli superhero on the cover?
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ON THE COVER  Gal Gadot, see p23
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Louisa Walters explores the message 
and form of two admired female artists 

If you’ve been to or walked past 
Charing Cross Hospital, you 
may have noticed two huge 

sculptures. One is Reclining 
Figure by Henry Moore, the 
other Core Femme by South 
African artist Jill Berelowitz 
(pictured, inset). The body 
is incomplete with rounded 
ends where the limbs and head 
should be – an organic composition 
reminiscent of a backbone where the individual 
torsos become vertebrae. 

“I do love the female form,” says Berelowitz, 
who is responsible for creating the most 
masculine of trophies – the bronze ball and 
tassel cap handed to international rugby 
players on the occasion of their 100th cap. 

But pigeon-holing an artist who receives 
such critical acclaim is impossible as she can 
move from His Mind’s Eye, a bronze tree and 
cosmic sphere commemorating 400 years of 
Shakespeare’s genius, after celebrating the 
female form with The Diving Girl, which was 
commissioned by the Olympic Village in 2012. 

Berelowitz studied sculpture with Finnish 
artist Karin Jaroszynska and later at the 
Johannesburg School of Art, where she learned 
the technically complex process of lost wax 
bronze casting. 

By the age of 23, with two young children, 

she had already opened her own 
studio in Durban and was doing 

lots of  community art projects. 
While the female form 

continues to fascinate her, 
and tribal South African art 
is a source of inspiration, 

sometimes males and females 
unite in her work as in Moving 

Forward, which sits in the central 

reservation on Park Lane opposite the hotel 45 
Park Lane. It is at this hotel that Berelowitz has 
had a seasonal change of direction, with her 
3.6m high bronze Christmas tree in the lobby 
from 8 December. 

Reassuringly, the star at the top is held by 
both male and female figures.

Above: Jill Berelowitz’s Diving Girl. 
Below: Moving Forward
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